Sikhism: A World Religion
Anomaly in Constitution needs to be Rectified

RELIGION IS TOO SACROSANCT to be left to politicians. Every now and then they make a
hash of it. The case of Sikhism is an example. Art.25 of the Constitution of India guarantees
that all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess,
practice and propagate religion.

However, in a bizarre and misplaced appendage, “Explanation II”, there is a gratuitous
proviso to the effect that “reference to Hindus shall be construed as including reference to
persons professing the Sikh, Jaina or Buddhist religion, and the reference to Hindu religious
institutions shall be construed accordingly.”

This unfairly clubs the Sikh religion with Hinduism — as a ‘fundamental’ assertion that is
wholly untenable in the context of Guru Granth Sahib. Any impartial person familiar with
Guru Granth Sahib would regard the Scripture as the sole authority in matters mundane,
moral and spiritual.

Now, the Constituent Assembly met for the first time on 9 Dec 1946, just months before
the partition and the creation of Pakistan. When the Constitution was adopted on 26
January 1950, there was perhaps only one Sikh member of the Constituent Assembly,
Sardar Mangal Singh. Whether the said Assembly — later Parliament — had deliberated
upon the implications of bracketing the Sikh religion with Hinduism is not clear. Even to a
layman, it is ridiculous that the determination of the status Sikh religion should have been -
ironically - consigned to an “explanation” appended to an article dealing with the freedom
of religion. Indeed the “explanation” virtually subverts that very freedom, without any
ostensible justification. Surely religious boundaries are not determinable at the whims of
politicians — or “honourable” Members of Parliament.

The events of 1980’s, i.e. the army assault on Amritsar, assassination of the Indira
Gandhi, then prime minister, and the massacre — by Hindu mobs — of innocent Sikhs, in
Delhi and across northern India, confirm that the much-touted Hindu tolerance was a myth,
for after 1984 the print media, in a symbiotic relationship with the then government, skillfully
cultivated the Sikh’s image as that of a fundamentalist and a terrorist.

Guru Granth Sahib emphasizes the unity of all races under one God. Basic to its
exegesis is: when God willed, He created the multitudinous universe, for God is the Cause
and none can fathom His limits. Guru Nanak indeed formulates the theory of Creation, in
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mfa sarfeer 1| (SGGS: 1035-36). The Guru conceives of a perfect society of God-
conscious men; adumbrates the spiritual technique of Naam-Yoga — to a level undreamt of
before, where “pure knowledge, infinite harmony and bliss” would prevail. These philosophic
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Guru Granth respects all faiths but celebrates the path of Sikhi. Similarly Guru Gobind
Singh Ji’s rousing poetry: e.g. ihMdU qurk koaU rwPjl iemwm swPl mwns sbY iek pY



Anyk ko BRmwau hY] revels in unity in multiplicity of belief systems — both in Hinduism and
Islam.

In a significant contemporary context, the Chicago-based Parliament of World's
Religions has long recognized Sikhism as an independent faith. Each of its sessions in
1993, 2004 - and more recently — Melbourne, gave Sikhism its due status. We recall a USA
court ruling in the autumn of 1997, when Judge J. Painter of the Ohio Court of Appeals,
ruled — in a case against Dr Harjinder Singh: “I am amazed,” said Judge Painter, “that a
case like this would ever be prosecuted .... (since) the Sikh religion has been part of the
world history. .... An integral part of that religion is the Five K’s worn by its members. To be
a Sikh is to wear a Kirpan. It is that simple,” the Judge concluded.

Now, In India, in recent times we have been blessed with a brilliant and pragmatic
economist as the prime minister : a Sikh of immaculate credentials. Sadly Indian
educational system bypasses Sikh history and basic information: For instance, e.g. that the
martyrdom of Guru Teg Bahadur in 1675 forever stemmed the tide of forcible conversion.
On the other hand, the tourist literature and the television ceaselessly propagate the
mythologies that perpetuate the image of India as a Hindu state.

Nations across the world are suffering because of poverty and ignorance. Violence and
terrorism in the name of religion are taking a heavy toll of innocent lives. Any confusion
regarding religion — [such as, that inherent in the “Explanation” to Article 25 of the
Constitution] should be quickly and benevolently rectified, for it would be prudent to avoid
any confusion about the status of Sikhism in the Indian context. The sooner the offending
clause (that clubs Sikhism with Hinduism) is expunged the better for goodwill and peace.
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