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IN GURBANI SERVICE MEANS volunteer work done humbly without the desire of some
reward or appreciation in this or the next world. It is not always planned in advance.
Sometimes opportunity to serve comes suddenly. For example, while going for a walk one
finds a victim of an accident. Some persons ignore him and continue their walk. But a God
fearing person, who has welfare of all in mind and is inclined to serve, will help the victim as
far as he can without the desire of receiving anything in return and without telling others to
get credit. Desire to serve is natural and motivation for service is a gift of God.

Service can be done in many ways like providing relief where needed, conducting
community service, educating the poor, feeding the homeless etc. But it should be kept in
mind that only those unable to work should be helped and those professional beggars
should be ignored. Guru Amar Das says that a holy renouncer does not feed himself on
other’s alms and assumes different religious garbs to fill his body:

nifgnmaz Bfg & nmdinifs fa ug wig 3Ag a9fs1|
8v3 aafs muE g8 3fy adfsl|
[SGGS: 949]

Guru Nanak says, “Don’t touch the feet of such a man who calls himself a guru and a
spiritual guide, but goes begging.”

g9 Ulg AT Hare el 13 & Hfs & St urfel |

[SGGS: 1245]

However, every kind of service has one or more of these three components: body, mind
and money. In our daily talk we say-Taan,Maan an Dhann. Guru Arjun Dev has said: We
should serve in many ways. Dedicate your soul, breath and your wealth.

vifea 313 afg Aer adt | 1@ Y& ug »idt aahitl |
[SGGS: 309]
Service done by body is physical work for performing selfless service. Devotion is

service by mind. Natural urge to serve is important in selfless service. Guru Angad Dev
says that anything done under pressure brings neither merit nor goodness:

IOT 921 7 39 & AT & QuAgl |

[SGGS: 787]

Service requires money or material to help the needy persons. A Gursikh is required to
set apart ten percent of his income for philanthropy. This is called Daswandh. In this age of
materialism people do not follow this practice. Only honestly earned resources should be
given in charity. Guru Nanak Dev says: If a thief robs a house and offers the stolen goods



to his ancestors, in the next world this is recognized and his ancestors are considered
thieves.

A Hoar wg HJ wg Hfg fusst =fel
it <R3 freaht fusdt 99 aafel|
[SGGS: 472]

Selfless service has many advantages. Guru Nanak says: he who eats what he earns by
the sweat of his brow, and then gives something in charity, knows the path to God.

wife ufe fag gug oftl 15ea 97 ussfa Afel|
[SGGS: 1245]

Guru Nanak advises us that selfless service takes us nearer to God and says:- If you do
selfless service in this world, you will get a seat in the Lord’s court.

fefg Tater AT IHEME 13T T340 SRS UTEt| |
[SGGS: 26]

Guru Arjun stresses the importance of selfless service and says that one who serves
without desire for any reward attains the Lord.

AT 393 dfE fagamdti| f3r a8 I3 ugrufs gumdt |
[SGGS: 286]

Guru Nanak says that no objectives are fulfilled without service. Service is the most
excellent action.

fas AT €% dg9g & U=fA A< a9t AT |
[SGGS: 992]

The same point is stressed in the following line which states that all the human beings
are created by God and no one obtains any reward without selfless service.

A3 #l 33 Afg 39 feT A< % far &dli| [SGGS: 354]

Only service done sincerely is beneficial. In the next quotes, Guru Nanak Dev says that
only those who practice truth while serving can obtain the fruit of their service and feel
happy with the thought of giving.

A< aafa AEt @y uefa fagt Ag aHfen | [SGGS: 472]
A3 Hfs A3Y Bun °F & Jurfal| [SGGS: 465]

Ego and desire for appreciation or reward have no place in selfless service. One who
has welfare of all in mind would not feel proud after performing some service. At some
places names of donors are displayed to satisfy their ego. Guru Angad Dev has said that if
one eliminates ones self-conceit and then performs service, one will be rewarded.

MY J=TTE AT &9 I fag U@ Ha1 |
[SGGS: 474]

Guru Ram Das has also said that calculated service is not service at all and what is
done is not approved.



JIE3 A< & d<¢ di3T gfe & ufe||
[SGGS: 1249]

Guru Amar Das says that those who, love serving others, subdue their ego and perform
selfless service, remain dead yet alive.

Yy 2fs AT adfe dAles HE JIfsl|
[SGGS: 233]

Guru Arjun says that one who is influenced by praise or blame is not doing selfless
service.

H'& ifsHs 1O A AL 1 I
[SGGS: 51]

Guru Arjun also writes that the Great Giver judges him to be a fool who brags about
giving charities.

A & dfg g3 ¥391| {37 509 A& Tl | [SGGS: 282]

Guru Amar Das has also condemned ego and has said that selfless service cannot be
performed in egotism and the soul goes unfulfilled.

I8H fefg AT & J<t 37 Hg faggr afel| [SGGS: 560]

Gurbani also teaches us that service done with ego is not approved.
fefg a€R A= afe & urd|

[SGGS: 1071]
Service performed by a proud person is not accepted and he is ruined in misery.

A< gfe & ueet {37 o ufu ufu afe ynrgi| [SGGS: 1247]

Guru Teg Bahadur in the following quote condemns such persons and says that actions
of those who, make pilgrimages to sacred shrines, observe fast and make donations to
charity while still taking pride in their mind, are useless like the elephant that takes a bath
and rolls in the dust.

3199 993 g €6 afd He H U3 IH| |
oo feges A3 37 fAR du9 ferssi| [SGGS: 1428]

Some persons boast and slander others while performing service. According to
Gurbani, their service is useless and fruitless.

ud féer vy 3 &t g<t foes 3¢t Ag AT 1| [SGGS: 1253]

Guru Arjun says that some persons perform insignificant service, but expect a lot from
God in return.

This is vanity.



